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CONCLUSIONS AND DECLARATION OF THE 

1ST INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP, COOPERATION AND

DEVELOPMENT MEETING OF THE MAYORS OF MAJOR BALKAN CITIES

Friday 8 – Saturday 9 December, 2000

 

 


After the completion of the works of the 1st International Meeting of Mayors of Major Balkan Cities, the Mayor of Thessaloniki, Mr. Vassilios Papageorgopoulos summarized the Conclusions of the works and read the Declaration of the Meeting; they were approved unanimously by the representatives of the cities:

 

CONCLUSIONS


I feel very pleased by the thoughts we shared but also by the opportunity of communication this Meeting offered us.


It reminded me of older times; it reminded me of meetings among Balkan champions at Balkan Athletics Competitions, but also at big stadiums all around the world, when we broke one record after the other, at Balkan, European and international levels in races.


Now, of course, we run endurance races, which because of the features of modern times demand speed and make cooperation, understanding, vision and determination imperative.


I am deeply satisfied with the quality of the presentations and, finally, deeply convinced about the usefulness of this Meeting.


I am also deeply moved by the completion of our works and the opportunity I was given to summarize with you the conclusions of this Meeting.


These conclusions could be characterized as fertile, multiple and urgent, three key-words describing the way in which we must move ahead from now on.


There is no doubt that with today’s meeting the Balkan region enters a new historical era.

 


Today, we decide to create the Amphictyonic League of the Balkans;


certainly not with city-states, but with big cities, both in needs and potential.


Cities which decide to look to the future, turning a new page in history that brings them to the forefront of developments.


The new European reality wants us all equal partners, reliable, fair, mutually responsible, versatile, efficient, pioneering.


It demands from the metropolitan centres an integrated role, a role of coordination of plans and interventions for better quality of life and development.


We can make good use of prospects opened to us by the European Union and turn our cities into pioneering productive and social systems, into pillars of quality, progress, dynamism and peace, into forces of development, reconstruction and regeneration for the Balkans and the broader region.


Thessaloniki can contribute in a crucial way to these efforts, since:

1. It is the city which concentrates a significant part of projects supported by the 3rd Community Support Framework, with the Municipality of Thessaloniki being the agent in charge. 
2. It is the city which includes cross-border cooperation and establishment of bonds with Central and Eastern European countries through Interreg III and Phare projects in the 3rd Community Support Framework. 
3. It is the city which hosts the Organisation for the Reconstruction of the Balkans, the European Employment Centre, CEDEFOP, and other major European and Balkan organizations and institutes. 
4. It is the Greek and European Management Centre of Balkan Affairs and hosts major interbalkan meetings. 
This is the role we put at the disposal of our allies, at the disposal of all of you in order to support the new Balkan Amphictyonic League, the Balkan Cities Network, to support the efforts by all of you towards improving living conditions in modern major Balkan cities.


If we act in a concrete and planned way, we will be able in 2001, here in Thessaloniki, where we are inviting you once again, to hold a second, equally important Meeting, to move to the Constitutional Summit of the Mayors’ Council, in order to draft the actions that our City Councils, the local communities themselves will decide up in the months to come.


So I am inviting you to raise for discussion at your City Councils our proposal which can be summarized as follows:

The creation of four operational structures:

THE MAYORS’ COUNCIL, the supreme instrument of the Balkan Cities Network.

THE ANNUAL PRESIDENCY OF THE NETWORK. Every year, a different Mayor, amongst us, will preside over the Network.

THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF THE NETWORK, which will be coordinated by a three-member committee of Mayors, presidents of the current, previous and following years.

THE THEMATIC COMMITTEES OF THE NETWORK, to better monitor and promote cooperation projects in different sectors, composed by Deputy Mayors and commissioned Councillors.


And I wish to repeat our proposal, namely, to make our final decisions again here, in Thessaloniki, in 2001, at the Founding Conference of Mayors of the Balkan Cities Network.

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Today, we lay the foundations of a new edifice of friendship, cooperation and development; solid foundations regulated by principles of honesty, respect, equity and solidarity; regulated by vision and determination which are expressed in the text I will be reading to you right away and which, I urge you, together with the conclusions I have already read to you, to approve of – because we need to have a text of principles accompanying this very successful Conference – as the Declaration of the 1st Friendship, Cooperation and Development Meeting of Major Balkan Cities.

 

DECLARATION

 


In the new era of information, creation and peace which is starting for Balkan countries, big cities constitute integrated systems with specific but also similar social, cultural and economic needs and perspectives.


The Balkans can become a peninsula of stability and development, if its countries show confidence in Local Authorities, by decentralizing measures and resources and if Local Authorities make good use and multiply knowledge, potential and opportunities through this cooperation.


This way, the Balkans, the crossroads of three continents, of many peoples and of infinite hopes, will increase even further its strategic and economic significance, in the modern world of interdependence and globalization.


Regional cooperation, which is based on the complementarity of the economies of Balkan states and mainly on the dynamism of Balkan metropolitan centres, can create pre-requisites for local communities to experience the results of developmental projects and participate in them.

Cities attract both political and cultural dynamism, and mainly productive activities which seem to balance industry and services, while the development of new technologies and computer science is changing the current landscape.

However, needs are changing, problems are getting bigger and the longer the delay of big-scale interventions in planning and infrastructure the more difficult and costly the course to development will be.

A course which will have to have specific features, such as sustainability, that is, viable development, security, functionality, and, mainly, a human character.

The initiatives as well as the role of local authorities in ensuring these fundamental aspects of collaboration with Local and Central National Local Authorities Associations, and the exchange of experiences and know-how among Balkan big cities are of vital importance.


The 1st Meeting of Mayors of Major Balkan Cities ought to offer the possibility for the results of its works and, mainly, the results of the actions it is drafting to benefit local communities.

With a sense of responsibility towards the new generations of our co-citizens, we decide to conclude a permanent Friendship, Cooperation and Development Agreement and to create a cities network, an institution based on conditions and rules which will safeguard the implementation of this Agreement as well as the promotion of cooperation in practice, the contribution of cities towards mutual understanding and stability.

The objective of this Agreement ought to be the development of friendship and cooperation among major cities of the Balkan peninsula, joint initiatives, joint implementation of projects and, generally, joint mobilization both for the reinforcement of bonds among agents and their residents as well as for the faster and more efficient developmental course of the Balkans through international, inter-municipal cooperation.

Cooperation and joint action of cities, beyond the exchange of information, know-how and the establishment of friendly, cultural and business contacts, can also contribute towards mobilising forces in regards to big-scale issues, such as reconstruction projects, developmental projects and cooperation projects and, certainly, the proper use of the potential provided by the European Union for the development of joint initiatives and cooperation schemes.


The implementation of such projects by Local Authorities and our participation in developmental planning with credibility and efficiency make interbalkan, inter-municipal cooperation in all sectors imperative.

For this reason, we will discuss and promote within our City Councils an Agreement, Friendship, Cooperation and Development plan for the creation of the Balkan Cities Network in the coming year.


In 2001, we will meet once again here in Thessaloniki, which is assigned as the temporary seat of the Executive Secretariat until our next meeting, at the Founding Council of Mayors of our Network.


At our next meeting, the Mayors’ Council will make the final decisions and put into practice the Agreement adopted in the meantime by our City Councils and examine the possibility of expanding the Network with the participation of cities from other non-Balkan countries.

This 1st Meeting summarizes the basic principles of interbalkan, inter-municipal cooperation in a framework Declaration of our efforts.


Richer in experiences and potential, thanks to the development of inter-municipal cooperation, and with more trust on the part of European and national governments, credibility and efficiency of cities will help decentralization with Municipalities acting as pioneers.

 

 

